
Ten good reasons for Europe

More than 60 years of peace and stability 
The EU is not just an economic factor: since the founding of the European Economic Community in 1957, the participating 
states sometimes fight for difficult compromises. This, too, brings Europe the longest peace period in its history, and thus 
political stability for entrepreneurial action.
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Let’s go vote!
The Future of Europe depends on you

Europe has brought growth to Baltic States
Since Baltic States joined the EU Estonia’s GDP has grown in total for 140 %, Latvia’s - for 115 %, Lithuania’s - for 127 %. Public 
budget in Estonia grew from 2.9 bn € to 10.6 bn €, in Latvia - from 2 bn € to 9.4 bn €, in Lithuania - from 3,7 bn € to 9.6 bn €. 

The Single Market with Customs Union reduces costs and barriers
In 2018 2/3 of the Baltic exports went to the EU and almost 3/4 of imports came from EU. Therefore, the European Single Market is by 
far the most important business factor for the Estonian economy.

A strong global player 
The EU is the largest economy in the world. With a trading volume in 2017 of 5 228 bn. €, of which was 3 347  bn. €  intra-EU 
trade, the EU is far ahead of China with 2 005 bn. € or the USA with 1 370 bn. €. With this share of total world trade the EU 
has more weight globally - such as in international organizations, negotiating trade agreements, agreeing on standards, etc.

Freedom for traveling, goods and investments
Most EU countries do not have border or passport controls based on the Schengen Agreement. Even goods cross the borders 
without waiting times. The EU makes cross-border investment and contracts easier: businesses and citizens have the right to 
set up and operate economically across the EU.

Only one currency within the Eurozone
In 19 EU countries you pay with the euro. As a result, conversion fees and exchange rate risks for transactions in the euro 
area are eliminated.

Planning security through aligned legal frameworks
To be economically active in another EU country, you will have to make fewer adjustments because of common EU law. This 
also means lower administration costs and offers better protection, for example through pan-European patents.

Promoting growth in weaker regions
With money from special EU funds, location disadvantages of structurally weaker regions are compensated - also in Estonia, 
Latvia and Lithuania. This improves the infrastructure for the local economy.

Neighborhood policy - stable markets beyond the EU border 
The EU contributes to the stabilization and economic development of its neighbors and facilitates economic relations through 
the dissemination of its rules and standards.

Innovation advantage through research funding
With programs such as Horizon 2020, the EU promotes cross-border cutting-edge research, thus supporting innovative 
companies. Estonia receives 141.36 mil. € trough Horizon 2020, Latvia - 58.22 mil. €, Lithuania - 54.73 mil. €.
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